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In 2012 I was able to start diving. I was backpacking through Thailand at

getting a handle on my first drysuit dive, I picked up a point-and-shoot

the time. Within a week of my first open water dive, I became a rescue

camera and started taking photos of the local marine life around Victoria.

diver, and I quickly pursued becoming a Divemaster. By the time I came

I learned quickly that a simple camera would not satisfy what I felt I could

back to Canada, I knew that I wanted to pursue marine biology and moved

capture of underwater life. Nevertheless, my time at UVic increased my

to Vancouver Island to finish my degree at the University of Victoria. After

ability as a biologist and cold water diver.

The big moment that pushed me into the
realm of DSLR cameras was while showing one
of my professors a picture of a nudibranch.
I needed for him to confirm my attempt at
identification. He assured me that my guess
was as accurate as it could be, but it would
not be confirmed unless I could get further
detail on the morphology of the animal. This
5mm slug convinced me that I needed to
move on to bigger and better things so that
I would no longer be limited by my camera
and only my ability as a naturalist and diver.
After graduating in 2014, I picked up a
Nikon D800 with a Nauticam housing. I
took the giant leap into teaching myself all
the techniques of using a DSLR as well as
all the challenges associated with using it
underwater. From that point on I haven’t
looked back. I have used my camera to
enhance my diving experience as well as my
understanding of the diversity and ecology
Spanish Shawl (Flabellina iodinea) in Barkley Sound. A rare find around Vancouver Island. I spent as long as I
could with this fantastic little slug. Taken with the super macro wet lens Nauticam SMC-1. © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 105mm, f40

of the animals that flourish in the waters of
the Pacific Northwest.

I started studying and shooting a lot of marine
invertebrates; this was useful as I completed
a Directed Study on nudibranchs at Bamfield
Marine Sciences Center. Since then I have
been fortunate to work at the marine station
as a marine educator and CAUS Scientific
Diver. These positions allowed me to use my
ability as a photographer in a very practical
way, showing students and researchers
animals and interactions that they had never
seen before.
While shooting macro subjects has been
my primary interest, I have begun shooting
more wide angle subjects and environments.
While I feel macro photography is excellent to
catalogue diversity and provide charismatic
images of macro-fauna, I wanted to be able
to give a larger sense of environment to some
of the animals I was photographing.

A small dorid (Limacia cockerelli) on some kelp in Victoria. This 5mm nudibranch held my attention for
quite some time. © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 105mm, f32, 1/200

While living in Victoria, my favourite dive
site would easily be 10 Mile Point. The
strong currents at this site make the life
abundant and diverse but can also create
potentially dangerous diving conditions.
It is a macro haven for shrimps and
nudibranchs and has an extensive range
of filter feeders and grazers.
Since being based on the west coast of
Vancouver Island, my new favourite location
would be Tahsis, in Nootka Sound. The area
has stunning walls, beautiful pinnacles, and
an array of life that I have not seen elsewhere
around Vancouver Island.
For all the personal benefits of pursuing
my passion, I think it is important for
photographers to share their images and
messages with the public. While hosting a
gallery with some of my early work, most
of the general public had thought all my
Super macro shot of a Vermilion Star in Victoria. Shooting close ups of sea stars gave me a different perspective
for using patterns and textures to provide an unusual yet beautiful image. © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 105mm, 32, 1/250

pictures were from tropical locations.

As divers, we sit in somewhat closed circles,
and in talking with like-minded people, we
forget that much of this life is unknown to the
people around us. With environmental issues
like plastic, sound, waste pollution, overfishing, and even climate change, we should
be pro-active in reminding others of the
beautiful life we see off our shore. For those
that do not have the means or the fortune to
see the underwater world, our images allow
them to create a connection to the sea in
hopes of encouraging all people to conserve
and spread the message of ocean protection
and conservation.
This is where I have found the most
meaning in my work, and I hope to continue
along this avenue. Most recently I have
been able to assist on the next BBC Blue
Planet series because of my knowledge of
local marine life and ability with a camera.
My biggest hope is to create a meaningful
shift in perception of the people around the
Pacific Northwest to focus on protection
of our marine environment. There is much
more to be gained in the long term from
ecosystem-based services as well as ecotourism for the local communities, than
from the destructive resource extraction
or waste-causing cruise ships.

On a dive where nothing was going right, I took this image with a focus light only. It gained a lot of attention due to the
colour and shapes provided by this Denronotus albus trying to feed on some hydroids. © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 105mm, f14, 1/160

Equipment: Nikon D800. Nikkor 105mm F2.8,
Nikkor 16-35mm F4. Nauticam Housing. YSD1 Sea & Sea Strobes, Sola 1200 Focus Light.
Nauticam Super Macro Converter (SMC-1).
Post Processing: Adobe Lightroom on
Macbook Pro.
Contact Information:
chadtamis@hotmail.com
ctamisphotography.com
Instagram, Facebook, YouTube

Super macro of a sculpin, the colouration patterns are fascinating to me and when a subject pauses long
enough for me to get close, I can’t resist the urge to take a shot © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 105mm, f36, 1/200

Dirona albolineata in Nootka Sound. The
White Lined Dirona is one of the more beautiful
nudibranchs in the Pacific Northwest and can be
found from the shallows all the way down to the
limits of recreational divers. © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 105mm, f9, 1/250

Polycera tricolor in Nootka Sound. These nudibranchs are generally found on kelp
feeding on bryozoan colonies. © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 105mm, f16, 1/250

A Quillback Rockfish in Nootka Sound above a sea of crinoids. Tahsis has a massive population of these crinoids,
a simple type of echinoderm that is capable of swimming up into the water column. © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 16mm, f8, 1/125

Floating in Barkley Sound, I found this ctenophore (Leucothea pulchra) in open water at 15 feet. I
floated with it as it fed, experiencing for a brief moment the life of plankton. © Chad Tamis
Nikon D800, 105mm, f20, 1/250

